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Statement on the Death of Lewis Puller
May 12, 1994

I am saddened by the death of my friend
Lewis Puller, who served his country with honor
and distinction. As the son of America’s most
decorated Marine veteran of World War II and
a winner of the Pulitzer Prize for his moving
story of his personal struggle, ‘‘Fortunate Son,’’
Lewis Puller was a true American hero. His
death reminds us all of the grief that still haunts
so many of America’s veterans today, of the
wounds that never heal, and the loved ones left
behind.

My most memorable moment with Lewis was
on Memorial Day a year ago at the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial, when he appeared at that
ceremony unexpectedly and wheeled himself up
next to me on the platform. I want his wife,
Toddy, and his children, Lewis and Maggie, to
know that it was an honor for me to be by
his side on that day, and as Memorial Day ap-
proaches again, Lewis will hold a special place
in my thoughts and prayers.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Convention and Protocols on
Conventional Weapons Restrictions
May 12, 1994

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, the Convention
on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be
Deemed To Be Excessively Injurious or To
Have Indiscriminate Effects (the Convention),
and two accompanying Protocols on Non-De-
tectable Fragments (Protocol I) and on Prohibi-
tions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines,
Booby-Traps and Other Devices (Protocol II).
Also transmitted for the information of the Sen-
ate is the report of the Department of State
with respect to the Convention and its Protocols.

The Convention was concluded at Geneva on
October 10, 1980, was signed by the United
States on April 8, 1982, and entered into force
on December 2, 1983. More than 30 countries
have become Party to the Convention. It con-
stitutes a modest but significant humanitarian
effort to protect the victims of armed conflict
from the effects of particular weapons. It will
supplement prohibitions or restrictions on the
use of weapons contained in existing treaties
and customary international law, including the
prohibition on the use in war of chemical and
bacteriological weapons in the Geneva Protocol
of June 17, 1925. It will provide a basis for
effective controls on the widespread and indis-

criminate use of landmines, which have caused
widespread civilian casualties in recent conflicts.

The Convention and its Protocols restrict, for
humanitarian reasons, the use in armed conflicts
of three specific types of conventional weapons.
Protocol I prohibits the use of weapons that
rely on fragments not detectable by X-rays. Pro-
tocol II regulates the use of landmines and simi-
lar devices for the purpose of reducing the dan-
ger to the civilian population caused by the in-
discriminate use of such weapons, and prohibits
certain types of booby-traps. Protocol III re-
stricts the use of incendiary weapons in popu-
lated areas.

The United States signed the Convention on
April 8, 1982. Since then, it has been subject
to detailed interagency reviews. Based on these
reviews, I have concluded that the United States
should become a Party to the Convention and
to its Protocols I and II. As described in the
report of the Secretary of State, there are con-
cerns about the acceptability of Protocol III
from a military point of view that require further
examination. I therefore recommend that in the
meantime the United States exercise its right
under Article 4 of the Convention to accept
only Protocols I and II.

I believe that United States ratification of the
Convention and its Protocols I and II will un-
derscore our commitment to the principle that
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